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General Questions
Where is Horizon West located?

Horizon West is located in Southwest Orange County. The boundaries for Horizon West can be observed on the Interactive Map (http://ocgis1.ocfl.net/imf/disclaimer.html). The Land Use folder contains the option to show the Horizon West Boundary layer. By navigating to a parcel or parcels inside the Horizon West Boundary, the Lakeside and Bridgewater Villages Land Use layers also can be selected and viewed using the Interactive Map.

How many homes have been approved to date in Horizon West?

As of July 2004, the Specific Area Plans (SAP) for the two approved Villages included a total residential unit count of 17,272.  Lakeside Village has been approved for 10,457 units, and the Village of Bridgewater has approvals for 7,270 units.  The proposed Fourth Neighborhood of Bridgewater, which will receive a final Board of County Commissioners public hearing on November 16, 2004, would add another 2,120 residential units to the Village of Bridgewater.

How many people currently live in Horizon West?
As of July 2004, there are an estimated 2,500 residents living in Horizon West.

How much development is taking place in Horizon West?

Over a 16-month period (January 2003 to April 2004), nearly one thousand (1,000) residential permits were issued for development within Horizon West, as follows:

Permitted Residential Uses in Horizon West, January 2003- April, 2004

	Type of Permit
	Number of Permits

	Single Family Residential
	711 

	Townhome
	260

	Apartment (5 or More Dwelling Units)
	10

	Total
	981




Source:  Orange County Building Division 2004
Transportation

What are the plans for the Western Beltway through Horizon West?

The Western Beltway (SR 429) is under construction within the study area. There are two interchanges currently under construction within Horizon West Town Center at Seidel Road and at the presently named McKinney Road. These interchanges are scheduled to be complete in 2005. 

There also are plans for a third interchange at Schofield Road. The Schofield Road interchange, which will extend into Lake County as Shell Pond Road, will be completed either within two years of the approval of the Town Center SAP or between 2008 and 2012.  Currently, SR 429 is slated to open from its current terminus at C.R. 535 (Winter Garden-Vineland Road) to Seidel Road in 2005 and to Interstate 4 during FY 2006-2007, as determined by the Orlando-Orange County Expressway Authority.

What state road projects are planned for the Horizon West area in the near future?

METROPLAN Orlando’s Orlando Urban Area Transportation Improvement Program (FY 2004-2005-FY 2008-2009) has identified several programmed road improvements for the Horizon West study area. This study area is defined in the Lakeside Village SAP and the Village of Bridgewater SAP as SR 50 to the north, US 27 to in Lake County to the west, US 192 to the south, and CR 435 (Apopka Vineland Rd.) to the east. The list of improvements scheduled to be undertaken are as follows:

State Highway Improvements Planned or Programmed Within Horizon West

	Roadway
	From
	To
	Agency
	Improvement
	Years Programmed

	S.R. 429
	US 192
	1.14 miles N. of US 192
	Turnpike
	New 4 lane

Expressway
	2004-2006

	S.R. 429
	1.14 miles N. of US 192
	Seidel Rd.
	Turnpike
	New 4 lane Expressway
	2005-2006

	Florida’s Turnpike
	SR 429/Western Expressway
	SR 408/East-West Expressway
	Turnpike
	Add Auxiliary Lane
	2004-2005

	S.R. 50
	E. Ramp of Florida’s Turnpike
	Avalon Rd
	State
	Widen to 6 lanes
	2004-2005 and 2008-2010

	S.R. 50
	S.R .429
	Good Homes Rd.
	State
	Widen to 6 lanes
	2004-2005

	S.R. 50
	Florida’s Turnpike
	Pine Hills Rd.
	State
	Traffic operations improvement
	2004-2007

	S.R. 50
	Avalon Rd.
	S.R. 429/Western Expressway
	State
	Widen/resurface existing lanes
	2004-2005



	S.R. 50
	Lake/Orange County Line
	W. of Florida’s Turnpike
	State
	Resurfacing
	2005-2006

	S.R. 429
	
	
	Turnpike
	Construct toll plazas
	2004-2005

	Florida’s Turnpike
	Interchange @ S.R. 408
	
	Turnpike
	Major interchange modification
	2004-2006

	Florida’s Turnpike
	Interchange @ S.R. 408
	
	Turnpike
	Replace thermoplastic
	2006-2007

	Florida’s Turnpike
	Interchange @S.R. 408
	
	Turnpike
	Landscaping
	2004-2005

	Florida’s Turnpike
	S.R. 429/Western Expressway
	S.R. 50
	Turnpike
	Widen to 8 lanes
	2005-2008

	Florida’s Turnpike
	I-4
	S.R. 429/Western Expressway
	Turnpike
	Widen to 8 lanes
	2004-2007

	Florida’s Turnpike
	At SR 50 Exit Loop Ramp
	
	Turnpike
	Widen exit ramp
	2004-2005

	S.R. 429
	Seidel Rd.
	S.R. 50
	OOCEA
	ROW acquisition
	2004-2006

	S.R. 429
	Seidel Rd
	McKinney Rd
	OOCEA
	New 4-lane Expressway
	2004-2006

	S.R .429
	McKinney Rd
	C.R. 535
	OOCEA
	New 4-lane Expressway
	2004-2006


Source: METROPLAN Orlando, Orlando Urban Area Transportation Improvement Program (FY 2004-2005-FY 2008-2009), 2004
What highway improvements does Orange County have planned for Horizon West?

The draft of the Orlando Urban Area Transportation Study Year 2025 Cost Feasible Plan lists the following improvements for the Horizon West study area defined above, as illustrated in the following table:

County or Local Programmed or Planned Road Improvements for Horizon West

	Name of Road
	From
	To
	Project
	Cost (In  $ thousands)

	Avalon Rd /CR 545
	West S.R.50
	Tilden Rd.
	Widen to 4 lanes
	22,915

	Avalon Rd /CR 545
	Tilden Rd.
	Porter Rd.
	Widen to 4 lanes
	30,772

	Avalon Rd /CR 545
	Porter Rd.
	Seidel Rd.
	Widen to 4 lanes
	18,987

	Avalon Rd /CR 545
	Seidel Rd.
	Orange County Line
	Widen to 4 lanes
	34,045

	Fiquette Rd
	Reams Rd.
	C.R. 535
	Widen to 4 lanes
	16,368

	Porter Rd. 
	Orange/Lake County Line 
	C.R. 545
	New 2 lane
	6,317

	Porter Rd. 
	C.R. 545
	Lake Hancock Rd./Fiquette Rd
	Widen to 4 lane
	19,642

	Reams Rd.
	Fiquette Rd.
	S.R 535
	Widen to 4 lanes
	26,189

	Seidel Rd.
	Orange/Lake County line
	C.R. 545
	New 2 lane
	8,040

	Winter Garden-Vineland Rd.
	Chase Rd.
	Tilden Rd.
	Widen to 4 lanes
	25,534

	Winter Garden-Vineland Rd.
	Tilden Rd.
	S.R. 50
	Widen to 4 lanes
	22,260


Source: METROPLAN Orlando , Orlando Urban Area Transportation Study Year 2025 Cost Feasible Plan Draft, 2004

Are there any roads or trails to be improved or built in any proposed developments? 

There are several improvements proposed in the Town Center and Bridgewater Fourth Neighborhood Specific Area Plans (SAP). To date, these improvements have not been made a part of the Orlando Urban Area Transportation Study.  If the SAPs are approved, these improvements would be as follows:

Transportation Improvements for Proposed Villages and

Neighborhoods of Horizon West

Roadway Sections

	Roadway Section
	Length

(Miles)
	From
	To 
	Project
	Estimated Cost

	Karlton Parkway
	0.80
	C.R. 545 
	SW Valencia Parkway
	Widen from 2 lane to 4 lanes
	$2,237,534

	Shell Pond Rd.
	0.60
	SW Valencia Parkway
	W. Town Center Termini
	Widen from 2 lane to 4 lanes
	$1,687,740

	Porter Rd.
	2.05
	N. Porter Rd.
	W. Town Center Termini
	Widen from 2 lane to 4 lanes
	$5,753,659

	New Independence Parkway (Current McKinney Rd.)
	2.40
	E. Town Center Termini
	W. Town Center Termini
	New 4 lane roadway
	$10,255,680

	N. Porter Rd.
	1.25
	New Independence Parkway
	Porter Rd. 
	New 2 lane undivided highway
	$3,527,250

	Phil Ritson Way
	0.90
	C.R. 545 
	E. Town Center Termini
	Reconstruct 2 lane roadway
	$2,539,620

	Porter Rd. 
	2.20
	N. Porter Rd.
	Fiquettte Hancock Rd. 
	New 4 lane roadway
	$9,500,040

	SW Valencia Parkway
	2.95
	N. Town Center Termini
	S. Town Center Termini
	New 4 lane roadway
	$12, 625,364

	Phil Ritson Way
	0.30
	S. 4’th Neighborhood Boundary 
	Porter Rd.
	Reconstruct 2 lane roadway
	$846, 540


Bike Trail Sections
	Bike Trail Section
	Length

(Miles)
	From
	To
	Type of Improvement
	Estimated Cost

	Porter Rd.
	0.70
	N. Porter Rd.
	C.R. 545
	New bike path construction
	$420,000

	New Independence Parkway
	1.70
	SW Valencia Parkway
	N. Porter Rd.
	New bike path construction
	$1,020,000

	C.R. 545
	2.50
	N. Town Center
	Karlton Parkway
	New bike path construction
	$1,500,000

	APF Park
	1.35
	CR 535
	W. Town Center Termini
	New bike path construction
	$810,000

	N. Porter Rd.
	1.00
	New Independence Parkway
	Porter Rd.
	New bike path construction
	$600,000



	SW Valencia Parkway
	2.50
	New Independence Parkway
	South Town Center Termini
	New bike path construction
	$1,500,000


Source: Miller, Sellen, Conner & Walsh, Town Center Specific Area Plan, Transmittal Version, Pg. 89.29, 2004

What are the plans for public transit in Horizon West?


Currently, there are no public transit routes planned for the Horizon West area. The 2004-2008 LYNX Transit Development Plan (TDP) has no plans to institute service within the Horizon West area. However, Horizon West policies require that transit stations be included as part of the Village Center and Town Center planning.

Public Facilities

What are the plans for building schools serving Horizon West?

Planned Schools Within Horizon West

	Name of School
	CIP (1)  year
	Site

	Stoneybrook West ES relief
	2008
	Lakeside Village

	Lakeside ES relief
	2009
	Bridgewater

	Lakeview MS relief
	2009
	Horizon West

	Lakeside ES relief
	2010
	Horizon West

	West Orange HS relief
	2011
	C.R. 535 & Fiquette Road

	Bridgewater ES relief
	2012
	Horizon West

	Lakeside ES relief III
	2013
	Horizon West

	Bridgewater ES relief
	2014
	Horizon West






(1) CIP = Construction in Progress 





Source: Orange County Public Schools, New Schools Site Map, 2004

What are the plans for fire stations within Horizon West?

Orange County Fire and Rescue staff foresees a need for four (4) fire station locations within Horizon West in the following areas:

1) C.R. 535/Overstreet Rd./Keene’s Point

2) S. R.429/Hartzog Rd./Orange Lake Country Club
3) S.R. 429/ McKinney Rd.
4) Seidel Rd./ Lake Hancock Rd
Currently, Orange County Fire and Rescue staff are seeking proposals for the design and engineering for the proposed C.R. 535/Overstreet Rd./Keene’s Point area station.  It is anticipated that the design for the station should begin in the first quarter of FY 2004/2005 and construction for the location to begin in the second quarter of FY 2005-2006.
Are there any plans for law enforcement stations in Horizon West?


There are no immediate plans to build a law enforcement substation in Horizon West, according to the Orange County Sheriff’s Department. 

Are there any plans for a public library within Horizon West?


Currently, there are no plans for building a public library facility in Horizon West, according to the Orange County Library System.

Horizon West Town Center

What is the Horizon West Town Center?
The proposed Horizon West Town Center SAP envisions a community consisting of several Neighborhoods that include a variety of land use types.  One land use type is the Corporate Campus Mixed Use District, which would include a mix of housing, office, hotel, light industrial, and civic uses and would serve a regional area that includes the rapidly growing Citrus Ridge area to the south and Lake County to the west. The Corporate Neighborhood Center Districts would serve as retail centers for the Corporate Center area and facilitate the relocation of corporate headquarters to Orange County, similar to what presently exists in Heathrow and Metro West.   The Urban Residential District would include a mix of housing types, and the Retail/Wholesale District would be comprised of regional commercial centers, personal services, offices, and warehouses. The Traditional Town Center Core District would provide housing, retail, offices, hotels, civic uses, and entertainment in a traditional downtown setting.

How much development is planned for the Horizon West Town Center?

The preliminary estimates for proposed development of the Horizon West Town Center at build-out is as follows:

Proposed Development Within Horizon West Town Center

	Land Use District
	Acres
	Parks/Open Space/Recreation
	D/U
	Office (SF)
	Retail (SF)
	Warehouse/Light Industrial (SF)
	Hotel (Rooms)

	Urban Residential
	349
	59
	1,325
	
	
	
	

	Corporate Campus Mixed Use
	970
	165
	2,460
	5,013,594
	
	300,000
	700

	Corporate Neighborhood Center
	23
	4
	
	13,000
	127,430
	
	

	Retail/Wholesale
	228
	39
	
	20,000
	1,312,267
	34,000
	

	Traditional Town Center
	116
	20
	1,085
	632,087
	650,000
	50,000
	250

	Orange County National Golf Course
	NA
	NA
	
	
	
	
	250

	Density/Intensity Bonus
	NA
	NA
	1,540
	
	
	NA
	NA

	Town Center Totals
	1,686
	287
	6,410
	5,678,681
	2,089,697
	384,00
	1,200





Source:  Miller, Sellen, Conner & Walsh, Town Center Specific Area Plan Transmittal Version, 2004
Villages and Neighborhoods

How is a Village formed?
Orange County’s Future Land Use Map (FLUM) designates properties in the Horizon West planning area as Village. However, this designation is conceptual and only allows rural land uses at one dwelling per acre until a Specific Area Plan (SAP) is approved for a new Village. To begin this process, a conceptual boundary for a new Village is submitted to the Board of County Commissioners (BCC) for review. If the BCC approves the conceptual boundary, the SAP planning process is initiated, which involves numerous technical studies of transportation, the environment, and other important factors, as well as extensive public participation in the design and review of the proposed Village.

There are six main components to a SAP, each of which is described in more detail within Orange County Comprehensive Plan. These are:

1) Identification of Preliminary SAP Boundaries

2) Site Analysis

3) Master Plan

4) Recommended Plan

5) Final Master Plan and Report

6) Changes to an Existing SAP (If applicable)

My property has a future land use designation of Village. How can I develop the property?

Unless a  Specific Area Plan (SAP) is approved by the Orange County Board of County Commissioners, the property has the future land use designation existing prior to adoption of the Village designation (i.e., Rural/Agricultural: 1 dwelling unit/10 acres, Conservation, Rural Settlement) except for vested projects. 

All applications for development approvals (i.e., lot splits, special exceptions, variances, etc.) on any property within the Village land use classification are reviewed on a case-by-case basis for the effects on adopted or future Specific Area Plans. If a SAP is adopted by the Board of County Commissioners, all applications for development approval under the existing zoning are evaluated for consistency and compatibility with the adopted SAP.

What is the required size for a Village in Horizon West?

A Village must consist of no less than 1,000 acres and no greater than 3,500 acres of developable land. Developable land area within the Village is based on the total land area excluding natural water bodies and designated conservation/wetland areas.

 How many Villages are in Horizon West?


As of October 2004, there are two approved Villages within Horizon West (Lakeside Village and Bridgewater). The Board of County Commissioners (BCC) approved the conceptual boundary for Village H in August 2004 to begin the Specific Area Plan process. The proposed Horizon West Town Center and the proposed Fourth Neighborhood of Bridgewater will receive a BCC adoption public hearing on November 16, 2004. Village I and Village F do not have conceptual boundaries and are not under review at this time.

What are the general planning principles for the Villages in Horizon West?

According to the Orange County Comprehensive Plan Policy 6.1.1, the general Village principles are as follows:

1) Planning for Villages should be in the form of complete and integrated Neighborhoods containing housing, shops, workplace, schools, parks, and civic facilities essential to the daily life of the Village residents

2) Village size shall be designed so that housing is generally within a 1.2 mile radius of the Village Center (shops, services, and other activities) This radius may be relaxed when there are natural or community facilities or services may interrupt the design.

3) A Village should contain a diversity of housing types to enable citizens from a wide range of economic levels and age groups to live within its boundaries.

4) Wherever possible, as many activities as possible shall be located within an easy walking distance of an existing or designated transit stop.

5) The Village and each Neighborhood shall have a center focus that combines commercial, civic, cultural, and recreational uses. Higher Density residential development should be encouraged in proximity to each of these centers, with the highest density/attached housing encouraged in proximity to the Village Center

6) The Village shall contain an ample supply of specialized open space in the form of squares, greens and parks whose frequent use is encouraged through placement and design.

7) Each Village shall have a well-defined edge, such as greenbelts or wildlife corridors permanently protected from development.

8) Local and collector streets pedestrian paths and bike paths shall contribute to a system of fully connected and interesting routes from individual Neighborhoods to the Village Center and other Villages. Their design should encourage pedestrian and bicycle use by being spatially designed by buildings, trees, and lighting; by discouraging high speed traffic.

9) Whenever possible, the natural terrain, drainage, and vegetation of the area shall be preserved with superior examples contained within parks or greenbelts

10)  The Village Center shall be designed to encourage and accommodate linkage with the regional transit system. 

Source: Orange County Planning Division, Physical Planning Section, Orange County, Florida 2000-2020 Comprehensive Policy Plan: Goals, Objectives, and Policies, 2003, Pgs 101-102
What is a Village Center?
Village Centers function as a community of compatible uses in a compact setting serving the adjoining Neighborhoods. This Center should provide a mix of land uses, including residential, commercial and office use, personal and household service establishments, institutional uses, parks, public facilities, playgrounds, and other similar services designed to meet the needs of the adjoining Neighborhoods. The Centers shall be no more than 60 acres in size, with a maximum combined commercial and office square footage permitted of 400,000 square feet 

How many Neighborhoods are allowed in a Village?

A Village is allowed between two and four Neighborhoods. Each Neighborhood should be approximately 500 acres. Each Neighborhood should have an elementary school, park, and Neighborhood Center at its core.

What are the requirements for a Neighborhood within Horizon West?

A residential Neighborhood shall not exceed 600 acres and must offer neighborhood activities and services including passive and active recreation facilities, school sites, sidewalks, and bikeways. Each Neighborhood shall contain a Neighborhood Center as a central focal point consisting of an elementary school site, a minimum five (5) acre park in conjunction with the elementary school and may include other public facilities such as churches, a community center, or neighborhood commercial uses. The development of a variety of housing types is encouraged with generally higher densities located in proximity to the Village Center and Neighborhood Center. Neighborhoods will be designed so that most housing units will be within walking distance (1/2 mile) of an elementary school.

What is a Neighborhood Center?

Neighborhood Centers are the central focal point of the Neighborhood area. The Center shall be composed of no more than 20,000 SF of commercial space on 2 to 4 acres of land and located within walking distance (no more than ½ miles radius) from most Neighborhood residents.

Other Information

How do I determine if any of the platted subdivisions located in Horizon West have covenants and restrictions?
Covenants and restrictions for subdivisions located anywhere in Orange County are recorded in the Orange County official records. Copies of these documents can be obtained from the Orange County Comptroller's Official Records Department at 401 South Rosalind Avenue in downtown Orlando, by calling (407) 836-5115, or by doing an official records search on the Orange County Comptroller's website at http://www.occompt.com/2002/index2.html
Where can I find a map of my Village’s future land uses?

The best place to find the future land use would be in the interactive mapping feature found in the Orange County Planning Division’s website. This map is accessible through this link (http://ocgis1.ocfl.net/imf/disclaimer.html). Once you have clicked on the “I accept”  icon and the map has opened, use the zoom function (the magnifying glass with a plus sign in the middle) on the Horizon West area (The lower left side of the map) and check on the Horizon West Boundary and Bridgewater Lakeside Village Future Land Use Features in the map layers section.
What is the Lake Avalon Rural Settlement?

On May 18, 2004, the Board of County Commissioners approved the creation of the Lake Avalon Rural Settlement (Future Land Use Amendment 2004-1-B-1-2). This area consists of 4,500 acres with current land uses of low density residential, agricultural, and vacant lands, with several conservation areas around John’s Lake and Lake Avalon. Located in the northwest corner of the Horizon West study area, these properties originally were considered part of conceptual Villages A and B.  Consequently, this area is no longer a part of Horizon West.
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